presents in 50% as meningitis, in 10% as septicaemia alone and the two presentations coexist in 40% of cases 2,3 . This differentiation is important as the case-fatality of meningococcal septicaemia is tenfold that of meningococcal meningitis which is generally less than 5% 2 . The emphasis of the article is on emergency management, but surely part of the emergency is the possibility of septicaemia. This vital distinction might help reduce the unwitting reference tò meningitis' when in fact a different condition is being suspected, where there may be an absence of symptoms and signs of meningitis. Should meningococcal septicaemia perhaps be given a different name other than the broad umbrella term`meningitis'? This could help to alert parents and doctors to suspect the possibility of septicaemia in children who present with an unresolving history of being unwell and pyrexial without an obvious source' (`UPWOS') 4 .
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This month in history
Although his interests spanned from languages and mathematics to writing drama, novels and poetry, it was his tryst with a mosquito that won Ronald Ross (1857±1932) international acclaim. Ross entered the Indian Medical Service in 1881 and in ensuing years became interested in malaria. In 1888, he received a diploma in public health and took a course in bacteriology in England. Upon returning to India, he embarked on research in malaria. Laveran had shown that blood of malarial patients contained the minute pigmented bodies of the parasites and Manson had proposed that mosquitoes transmitted the disease. To prove Manson's hypothesis, Ross had to contend with not only a variety of mosquitoes but also a variety of malarial parasites. He learned to dissect and examine mosquitoes. The key to the problem was ®nding the correct mosquito. Ross found and bred Anopheles, fed them on malarial patients and killed insects on different days to study changes. On 20 August 1897, Ross saw a mass of cells with a circular outline and pigment granules in the stomach of mosquito no. 37, which had been fed on 16 August. The observations were con®rmed on other mosquitoes. On 20 August 1897 (`Mosquito Day'), Ronald Ross had proved to the world that the Anopheles mosquito was the carrier of the malarial parasite. 
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